
Please join us in our next Carbon Monitoring System (CMS) Applications Policy Speaker Series talk 
 

Climate and Conservation: Tools and data at the scale of  
land use decision-making 

 

Thursday, November 20, 2014 
12-1 PM EST 

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center, Building 33, H114 
Live Webcast from Sonoma County, California 

Coffee and refreshments will be available 
 

The CMS Applications Policy Speaker Series is an effort funded through the NASA CMS Initiative and co-sponsored 
by the Joint Global Carbon Cycle Center (JGCCC). 

 

You may access the seminar remotely: 
For live stream: https://meet55278247.adobeconnect.com/carbon/event/registration.html 
For audio only, please call: Toll free: 844-467-6272, Access code: 955964 
 
About the talk  
 

Conversion of natural land for human uses is responsible for an estimated 17% of anthropogenic carbon 
dioxide emissions. In the U.S., a large proportion of land use change decision-making occurs at the local 
level. The goal of our work is to develop an accounting framework that integrates carbon data and 
conservation priorities to reveal the greenhouse gas emissions benefits of conservation-oriented land use 
policy and land conservation activities at the county scale. With robust carbon data and an accounting 
framework, counties can demonstrate the role local jurisdictions play in helping meeting state and 
federal GHG emissions reductions goals.      
 

About our Speakers 
 

Karen Gaffney is the Conservation Planning Manager at the Sonoma County 
Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District. Working with a diverse cross 
section of the community, Karen is currently leading landscape scale initiatives related 
to climate change, ecosystem services, and conservation prioritization. A graduate of 
U.C Berkeley, she has a Master’s degree in biology from Sonoma State University and is 
a Switzer Environmental Leadership Fellow. Karen serves on the Department of 
Conservation Statewide Watershed Advisory Committee, is past president of the Board 

of Conservation Corps North Bay, past president of the Society for Ecological Restoration, California Chapter, and 
has served on the board of directors of the international Watershed Management Council. 

 
Tom Robinson has worked in land conservation in the San Francisco Bay Area for 
fourteen years. As Conservation Planner for the Sonoma County Agricultural 
Preservation and Open Space District, Tom focuses on developing data, decision 
tools and strategies that promote effective and efficient conservation of the county’s 
agriculture and natural resources. Tom holds a bachelor’s degree in ecology from 
U.C. San Diego, is a master’s student in geography at San Francisco State University, 
and a Switzer Environmental Leadership Fellow. 

 

If you would like to meet with the speakers after the talk, please contact cms_policy@cce.nasa.gov 
 

Next Seminar: Topic: Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), Marissa Paslick, Maryland Public Service 
Commission. Wednesday, December 3, 2014, 12-1 PM EST, NASA/GSFC, Building 33, Room H114. 
 

Past Seminars: Check out recordings of previous CMS Applications Policy Speaker Series talks on the CMS 
website: http://carbon.nasa.gov/policy_series.html? 
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