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The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative

• Carbon cap on power 
plants

• 11 States Participate

– PA engaged in rulemaking

• CO2 allowance auctions 
raise proceeds for energy 
programs

• Opportunities for CMS 
data in offsets



CMS Applications in MD:
Getting Sequestration Right

Sequestration accuracy extremely important in mid-
century GHG mitigation planning.

MD 80% GHG Reduction Scenario

Remaining emissions 
difficult to mitigate

Really important to 
get this number right!



CMS Applications in MD: 
Forest Carbon (DNR & UMD Partnerships)

DNR incorporating high-resolution LiDAR data & 
modeling plus satellite 
data into MD GHG 
inventory. 

Hurtt et al, 2016



CMS Applications in MD:
Forest Carbon (DNR & UMD Partnerships)

Beyond a more accurate inventory, better forest carbon 
data will inform forest management:

• Identify areas with high sequestration potential.

• Those areas are priorities for state management 
programs.

• And potentially offset projects.



CMS Applications in MD: 
Blue Carbon (UMCES Partnerships)

Goodwin presentation to MD Climate Commission, 6/15/20: https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Air/ClimateChange/MCCC/Pages/Commission.aspx

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Air/ClimateChange/MCCC/Pages/Commission.aspx


CMS Applications in MD: 
Blue Carbon (UMCES Partnerships)

Coastal Resilience

• Maryland profoundly threatened by sea level rise, 
coastal erosion, saltwater intrusion.

• Immediate need for resilience projects.

GHG Mitigation

• Offset protocols can open up investments, 
potentially through an ETS.
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