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Exis8ng	repor8ng	and	review	

Elements	 Annex	I	Par8es	 Non-Annex	I	Par8es	

Repor7ng	 Biennial	reports	(2	years)	
Na7onal	communica7ons	(4	
years)	
Na7onal	GHG	inventory	
(annually)	

Biennial	update	reports	(w/	
GHG	inventories)	(2	years)	
Na7onal	communica7ons	(4	
years)	

Technical	expert	review	 Technical	review	of	biennial	
reports	(2	years)	
In-depth	review	of	na7onal	
communica7ons	(4	years)	
Review	of	na7onal	GHG	
inventories	(annually)	

Technical	analysis	of	biennial	
update	reports	(2	years)	

Mul7lateral	process	 Mul7lateral	assessment	(2	
years)	

Facilita7ve	sharing	of	views	(2	
years)	





“Here	in	Paris,	let’s	agree	to	a	strong	system	of	
transparency	that	gives	each	of	us	the	confidence	that	all	
of	us	are	mee7ng	our	commitments.	And	let’s	make	sure	
that	the	countries	who	don’t	yet	have	the	full	capacity	to	
report	on	their	targets	receive	the	support	that	they	need.”	
	
-	President	Barack	Obama	
November	30,	2015	
	
	
	

Photo	Source:	Chuck	Kennedy/ZUMA	



INDCs	SubmiDed	to	Date	

162	INDCs	have	been	submi_ed,	covering	189	countries	and	
represen7ng	~99%	of	global	GHG	emissions	

h3p://cait.wri.org/indc/#/map	





“An	enhanced	transparency	framework”	

Ar7cle	13.1	–	“An	enhanced	transparency	framework	for	ac7on	and	
support,	with	built-in	flexibility	which	takes	into	account	Par7es’	

different	capaci7es…is	hereby	established”	
Ar7cle	13.7	–	“Each	Party	shall	provide		

(a)	A	na7onal	inventory	report…prepared	using	good	prac7ce	
methodologies	accepted	by	the	IPCC”,	and		

(b)	Informa7on	necessary	to	track	progress	made	in	implemen7ng	and	
achieving	its	na7onally	determined	contribu7on	under	Ar7cle	4.”	

Ar7cle	13.11	–	“Informa7on	submi_ed	by	each	Party…shall	undergo	a	
technical	expert	review”	

	
Cri7cal	diploma7c	and	technical	work	ahead	to	define	the	details	of	
the	flexibility	and	7ming	of	these	new	requirements	(2016-2018).		

	
	



“Common	modali7es,	procedures	and	guidelines”	

•  Conclude	work	at	COP-24	in	2018	
•  Modali7es,	procedures	and	guidelines	apply	upon	

the	entry	into	force	of	Paris	Agreement	
•  Flexibility	for	those	developing	countries	that	

need	it	in	the	light	of	their	capaci7es	
•  Biennial	repor7ng	
•  No	backsliding	in	quality	or	frequency	from	

current	transparency	arrangements	
•  Importance	of	facilita7ng	improved	repor7ng	and	

transparency	over	7me	



Repor7ng	

•  Ac7on	on	GHGs:	Requires	all	countries	to	report:	
•  Greenhouse	gas	emissions	inventories	using	
interna7onally	accepted	standards	of	good	prac7ce	(i.e.	
IPCC	bo_om	up	methodologies);		

•  Informa7on	necessary	to	track	progress	towards	
greenhouse	gas	reduc7on	targets;	

•  Support:	Calls	on	all	countries	to	provide	
informa7on	on	support	provided	and	received.		
•  Developed	countries	are	required	to	do	so,	developing	
countries	are	encouraged	to	do	so.	

•  Adapta7on:	Encourages	countries	to	provide	
informa7on	on	adapta7on	planning	and	ac7on.	



GHG	Emission	Inventory	profiles	

Source: Developed Countries,  Non-Annex 1 Year, 
2005 Emissions  (WRI 2011 Climate Indicators Analysis 
Tools). 
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Importance	of	Land	Use	for		
Developing	Countries	

Lack of good 
quality maps and 

land use/
conversion data is 
a key obstacle for 
many countries  
Required by the 
IPCC Guidelines. 
Remains a priority 
for implementing 

the Paris 
Agreement 

	



Review	

•  Technical	review:	
•  Considera7on	of	support	and	implementa7on	
and	achievement	of	na7onally	determined	
contribu7on	

•  Iden7fy	areas	of	improvement	
•  For	developing	countries,	iden7fica7on	of	
capacity-building	needs	

•  “Mul7lateral	facilita7ve	considera7on	of	progress”:	
•  Achievement	of	na7onally	determined	
contribu7on	

•  Efforts	under	finance	ar7cle	
	



Capacity-building	

•  Establishes	a	new	Capacity-building	Ini7a7ve	for	Transparency:	
•  To	strengthen	na7onal	ins7tu7ons	for	transparency-related	

ac7vi7es	in	line	with	na7onal	priori7es;	
•  To	provide	relevant	tools,	training	and	assistance	for	mee7ng	

the	provisions	s7pulated	in	Ar7cle	13	of	the	Agreement	
[transparency	ar7cle];	and	

•  To	assist	in	the	improvement	of	transparency	over	7me.	
•  Will	build	from	lessons	learned	in	20+	years	of	capacity-building	

support	for	transparency	for	MRV	
•  Global	Environment	Facility	Council	approved	project	on	June	7	
•  Start	funding	projects	this	year.	
•  U.S.	pledged	$15	million;	Overall:	$35	million	
	
	
	



Paris	Agreement:	Holding	the	increase	in	the	global	
average	temperature	to	well	below	2	°C	

Fig. 1: Global CO2 emissions and probabilistic temperature outcomes of Paris. 
Allen A. Fawcett et al. Science 2015;350:1168-1169 

How	can	the	research	community	contribute	to	the	success	of	the	Paris	
Agreement	in	achieving	its	overall	goals?	



Thank	you!	

Andrew	Rakestraw	
Lead	Transparency	Nego0ator	

U.S.	Department	of	State	
RakestrawAR@state.gov	

	


